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1.0 Summary

This Level 1' Heritage recording of the Tidal Basin as shown in Appendix 001, has been

carried out by Dover Harbour Board on 23" November 2015 and 20" January 2016, prior to

planned changes being made as part of the Dover Western Docks Revival Scheme (DWDR).
The purpose of this recording is to log the current physical properties of the Basin and

highlight select pieces of historic importance. The Basin is only one section of a matrix of

dockyard construction and further Level 1 surveys have been provided for other harbour

structures within the DWDR scheme.

The Western Docks has been recorded by segregating it into 9 Areas, which can be seen in
Appendi x 006ab62coAsi HtAs of a group of dockyard
Docks, and each report focuses on one of these dockyard locations.

The reports contain 2129 representative and informative photographs in total, which have
been carefully selected from a comprehensive photographic record of 17,858 photographs
that have been fully reproduced respectively within each recordings appendix. There are 26
reports in total; which are supported by a total of 176 appendices. These reports and
appendices have been placed into volumes. There are 55 volumes in tal.

A table summarising the complete Heritage Recording is included as Appendix 000.01.

This report aims to provide information to Level 1 only, and subsequent historic building
recording and reporting may follow.

2.0 Introduction

It is important to understand the historical background of a structure, prior to its recording,
to ensure that sufficient detailed and records are captured on any items of importance or
significance however small or insignificant they may at first appear.

This recording contains paramount photographic evidence and the photographs are included
with this recording in section 5.0. The locations and orientation of th ese photographs are
detailed on the drawing contained in Appendix 002 and 003 and have been catalogued as
detailed within Appendix 004.

Throughout this recording the photographs are accompanied by a brief interpretive
description supported by limited research into the historical and technical background of the
structure.

This recording contains 105 representative and informative photographs carefully selected
from a comprehensive photographic record of 335 photographs that have been fully
reproduced within Appendix 005.

'Level 1 recording as defined in English Heritage Publicatiémderstanding Historic Buildings, A guide to
good practice. (2006).*led.
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This recording has been undertaken in accordance with the guidance found within the
English Heritage Published Document: Understanding Historic Building, A guide to good
recording practise (Understanding Historic Buildings, A guide to good practice, 2006).

This Historic Building Recording has been implemented as part of the Dover Western Docks
Revival (DWDR) works as set out in the Written Scheme of Investigation that was required

for the project as directed within the Dover Development Plan Terminal 2 Environmental
Statement (2009) and that has been approved by the Heritage Steering Group®.

3.0 Aim

The aim of the work wa s to prepare a record of Tidal Basin before the Dover Western Docks
Revival (DWDR)partial deconstruction and construction work s start.

3.1 Site location

The Tidal Basin is located east of Crosswall Quay and west of the Hoverport, in the Western
Docks within the limits of Dover Harbour. National Grid Reference: TR 31862 40677.

A location plan of the Tidal Basin can be found in Appendix 001.

3.2 Heritage De signation

Not applicable.
4.0 Methodology

All works were undertaken in accordance with a written Scheme of Investigation prepared
by Royal Haskoning DHV (RHDHV) (April 2015) and the institute for Archaeologists Standard
and guidance for the archaeological investigation and recording of standing building or
structures (2014).

A brief desktop research study was undertaken of readily available sources to help
understand the construction, development and historical context of the Tidal Basin. Use was
made of the DHB archive and any relevant documents and publications.

The survey was undertaken to | evel 1 as
Understanding Historic Buildings: A guide to good recording practice.

The survey comprised:

91 A brief written description of the Tidal Basin.
1 A Photographic record including the overall character of the Basin, as well as detailed
photographs of all fixtures, fit tings and architectural details. The photographs are all

’The Heritage Steering Group is formed with members from the following organisations; Dover District
Council, DoveHarbour Board, English Heritage, Kent County Council, Royal HaskoningDHV.
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in digital colour format. Where appropriate all photographs include a 2m surveying
ranging pole for photographic scale. Where the coloured graduations are shown each
graduation is 500mm long. Details of the photographs taken were made on pro
forma record sheets. The Basin was broken down into elemental zones and a
photoset was created for each fixture, fitting or architectural detail. Each photoset
has been recorded within the photographic schedule and all images have been
archived under their retrospective photo set number and zone. The catalogue of
photographs is included as Appendix 004.

Date of Survey: 23 November 2015 and 20" January 2016
Weather: Overcast with reasonable visibility. Ground conditions dry.

Escorted by a certified power boat level 2 operative, who also has a VHF competency
Certificate; the Tidal Basin was surveyed between high and low tide on Monday 23"
November. Tide heights and times are as follows:

Time " Height of Tide (m)

03.09 1.5
08.27 6.5
15.43 1.2
21.00 6.5
All times are in GMT

4.1 Historical background

The area of the Tidal Basin has its origins in the 16™ century as it roughly follows the line of
harbour constructions between 1592-1 595 wi t h t he erection of
and South Piers. In fact the Tidal Basin is still entered through the rebuilt North and South
Piers, which were approximately built along the same lines as the earlier Piers (Dover
Museum, 2015).

The current formation of the Tidal Basin has been created by the construction of the
Crosswall, Clarence Quay and the Esplanade Wharf and Northwall Quay. Through the Tidal
Basin accessis gained to the Granville Dock, through the Crosswall entrance, the Wellington
Dock, through the Swing Bridge and also the Wick Channel.

Clarence Quay as now stands is a 1933 outward extension of the previous Clarence Quay.
The previous Clarence Quay hadbeen built prior to 1844 and originally contained behind it a
wet dock and graving dock (Maidstone Archive, 1844). The Tug Haven, constructed in 1984,
lies in the Tidal Basin off Clarence Quay.

The Crosswall, Esplanade Wharf and Northwall Quay had all beenconstructed through large
scale Harbour improvements which began in 1844. James Walker, consulting engineer
commissioned by Dover Harbour Board, was in charge of the project, which was completed
by 1846. In 1871 the Tidal Basin was altered slightly when m odifications were made to the
Crosswall Quay entrance into the Granville Dock (Hasenson, 1980). The current Swing
Bridge from the Tidal Basin through to the Wellington Dock was erected in the 1980s, which
replaced an early twentieth century bridge, which i n turn replaced the original 1840s Swing
Bridge. Gates are operated between the Tidal Basin and the Swing Bridge and also through
the Crosswall entrance.
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The Tidal Basin also has a series of tunnels and sluices designed by Thomas Telford, the
famous engineer. In 1834 he submitted plans for a tunnel between the Basin and the old
wet dock, so that the harbour would be cleared of shingle. This also meant the improvement
of the sluices. These plans were compl et ed
time of completion new plans were underway for the development of the harbour

(Hasenson, 1980). Problems with shingle led to further developments of tunnels and

improved sluices throughout the periods of harbour improvements.
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5.0 Physical Recording
Tidal Basin Zone Photo set NI

Overall view of Tidal Basin. Looking east. No scale.

VNl 001.
Location Tidal Basin Zone Photo set [\

Overall view of Tidal Basin. Looking north-east. No scale.
MEICEENE 002.
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Location Tidal Basin Photo set
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Detail of access gangway. Looking south. Scale 2m
MEICEENCE 004.
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Location Tidal Basin Zone Photo set

Detail of access gangway. Looking south. No scale.
MEVCEHNe 005.

RIS M Tidal Basin Z N 001  [EICCESE 001

Detail of access gangway. Looking north. No scale.
MEICEENE 006.
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Location Tidal Basin Photo set

Plate No

Pile guide. Looking north.

MEICENE 008.
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Location Tidal Basin

Photo set

Pontoon. Looking south. No scale
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Location Tidal Bain Zone
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Photo set

MEVCEHNel 009.
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Pontoon. Looking north. No scale
MEIEENGE 010.
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Location Tidal Basin J Photo set

Pontoon. Looking north. No scale

MEICHNl 011.
Location Tidal Basin Zone Photo set ok}
A\ ‘ P

Pontoon. Looking north. No scale,
MEICEENGN 012.
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Location Tidal Basin Photo set

Detail of pontoon. Looking north -east. Scale 2m.
MEICHNN 013.

Location Tidal Basin Zone Photo set 001

Detail of pontoon. Looking south-east. Scale 2m.
MEICEENCE 014.
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Location Tidal Basin
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Photo set

Ladder. Looking south-west. Scale 2m.
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Sign on post. Looking north-west. Scale 2m.
MEICEENCE 016.
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Location Tidal Basin Zone Photo set

Arrivals
Pontoon
only

No overnight
berthing

Please contact
Marina office

Detail of sign on post. Looking west. No scale.

Location Tidal Basin Zone

MEVCEHN 017.
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Detail of sign on post. Looking west. No scale.
MEIEENGN 018.
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Location Tidal Basin Zone Photo set

Pile holder. Looking west. Scale 2m.

Location Tidal Basin Zone
¥l % !

MEVCEHNe 019.

Dolphin. Looking south-west. No scale.
MEICEENCE 020.
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Location Tidal Basin Zone Photo set

Example of life buoy. Looking north-west. Scale 2m.

MEVCHN 021.

Location B Tidal Basin Zone Photo set 009

Detail of life buoy. Looking west. No scale.
MEICEENCE 022.
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Location Tidal Basin Zone Photo set
p

Detail of life buoy. Looking west. No scale.
MEVCHNW 023.

Location Tidal Basin Zone Photo set 008

PRIOR TO DEPARTURE PLEASE OBTAIN *
PERMISSION FROM DOVER PORT
CONTROL ON V.H.F. CHANNEL 74

AVANT VOTRE DEPART VOUS ETES PRIE
|l D'OBTENIR L'AUTORISATION DU CONTROLE
PORTUAIRE SUR CANAL 74 FM

VOR DER ABFAHRT MUSSEN SIE BEI DER
HAFENAUFSICHT UM ERLAUBNIS AUF
KANAL 74 UKW BITTEN

VOOR DE VERTREKTID AUB. VRAAG
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Sign post. Looking west. Scale 2m.
MEICEENCE 024.
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Location Tidal Basin Zone Photo set

Detail of sign. Looking west. No scale.

MEVCHN 025.

Location Tidal Basin ‘ Zone Photo set 008

Detail post. Looking west. No scale.
MEICEENCE 026.
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Location Tidal Basin Zone Photo set
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Pedestrian gate. Looking south. No scale.

MEVCHN 027.

Location Tidal Basin Zone Photo set |18
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Pedestrian gate. Looking south. Scale 2m.
MEICEENCE 028.
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Location Tidal Basin Zone Photo set

Access gangway Looking south. No scale.

MEVCEHNe 029.

Photo set

Tidal Basin Zone

Location

b

Detail of gangway. Looking east. Scale 2m.
MEICEENGCE 030.
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Location

Detail of gangway. Looking south-west. No scale.

MEVCHN W 031.

Location Tidal Basin Zone Photo set

Detail of gangway. Looking south-west. No scale.

MEICENCE 032.
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Zone Photo set

Location Tidal Bin

8

Detail of gangway. Looking north-west. No scale.

MEVCHNW 033.

Location Tidal Basin Zone Photo set 003
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Detail of gangway. Looking south-west. No scale.
MEICEENCE 034.
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Location Tidal Basin Zone _ Photo set 003

4

Detail of gangway. Looking south. No scale.

MEVCHNe 035.

Photo set

Zone

Location Tidal Basin

Detail of gangway. Looking north-west. Scale 2m.
MEICEENCE 036.
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Photo set

Entrance pontoon. Looking north. Scale 2m
MEVCHNeW 037.
Location Photo set 004

Detail of entrance pontoon. Looking south. Scale 2m.
MEICEENN 038.
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Photo set

Detail of entrance pontoon. Looking

MEVCEHN e 039.

Location Tidal Basin

Detail of entrance pontoon. Looking north -west. No scale.
MEICENE 040.
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Location Tidal Basin Zone Photo set  [feoik

north -west. No scale.

Photo set

Detail of entrance pontoon. Looking

MEVCHN 041.
003

Tidal Basin

Location Zone

Detail of entrance pontoon. Looking north -west. No scale.
MEICEENE 042.
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