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1.0  Summary  
 

This Level 11 Heritage recording of Jetfoil Basin, as shown in Appendix 001, has been carried 

out by Dover Harbour Board, on 23rd November 2015 and 6th January 2016, prior to planned 

changes being made as part of the Dover Western Docks Revival Scheme (DWDR). The 

purpose of thi s recording is to log the current physical properties of Jetfoil Basin and 

highlight select pieces of historic importance. Jetfoil Basin is only one section of a matrix of 

dockyard construction and further Level 1 surveys have been provided for other harbour 

structures within the DWDR scheme. 

The Western Docks has been recorded by segregating it into 9 Areas, which can be seen in 

Appendix 000.02. An óAreaô consists of a group of dockyard locations within the Western 

Docks, and each report focuses on one of these dockyard locations.  

The reports contain 2129 representative and informative photographs in total, which have 

been carefully selected from a comprehensive photographic record of 17,858 photographs 

that have been fully reproduced respectively within each recordings appendix. There are 26 

reports in total; which are supported by a total of 176 appendices. These reports and 

appendices have been placed into volumes. There are 55 volumes in total. 

A table summarising the complete Heritage Recording is included as Appendix 000.01. 

This report aims to provide information to Level 1 only, and subsequent historic building 

recording and reporting may follow.    

2.0 Introduction  
 

It is important to understand the historical background of  Jetfoil Basin, prior to its recording, 

to ensure that sufficient detailed and records are captured on any items of importance or 

significance however small or insignificant they may at first appear . 

This recording contains paramount photographic evidence and the photographs are included 

with thi s recording in section 5.0. The locations and orientation of these photographs are 

detailed on the drawing contained in Appendix 002, and have been catalogued as detailed 

within Appendix 003.  

Throughout thi s recording the photographs are accompanied by a brief interpretive 

description supported by limited re search into the hi storical and technical background of the 

structure.  

This recording contains 51 representative and informative photographs carefully selected 

from a comprehensive photographic record of 206 photographs that have been fully 

reproduced within Appendix 004. 

                                                           
1
 Level 1 recording as defined in English Heritage Publication ς Understanding Historic Buildings, A guide to 

good practice. (2006). 1
st
 ed.  
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This recording has been undertaken in accordance with the guidance found within the 

English Heritage Published Document: Understanding Historic Building, A guide to good 

recording practise (Understanding Historic Buildings, A guide to good practice, 2006). 

This Historic Building Recording has been implemented as part of the Dover Western Docks 

Revival (DWDR) works as set out in the Written Scheme of Investigation that was required 

for the project  as directed within the Dover Development Plan Terminal 2 Environmental 

Statement (2009) and that has been approved by the Heritage Steering Group2. 

3.0 Aim  
 

The aim of the work was to prepare a record of Jetfoil Basin before the Dover Western 

Docks Revival (DWDR) partial deconstruction and construction work s start . 

3.1 Site location  
 

Jetfoil Basin is located south of the Train Ferry Dock and north of Cruise Terminal 1 in the 

Western Docks, within the limits of Dover Harbour. National Grid Reference: TR 32075 

40273. 

A location plan of Jetfoil Basin can be found in Appendix 001. 

3.2 Heritage De signation  
 

Not applicable. 

4.0 Methodology  
 

All works were undertaken in accordance with a written Scheme of Investigation prepared 

by Royal Haskoning DHV (RHDHV) (April 2015) and the institute for Archaeologists Standard 

and guidance for the archaeological investigation and recording of standing building or 

structures (2014). 

A brief desktop research study was undertaken of readily available sources to help 

understand the construction, development and hi storical context of Jetfoil Basin. Use was 

made of the DHB archive and any relevant documents and publications. 

The survey was undertaken to level 1 as set out in English Heritageôs 2006 document 

Understanding Historic Buildings: A guide to good recording practice.  

The survey comprised: 

¶ A brief written description of Jetfoil Basin. 

                                                           
2
 The Heritage Steering Group is formed with members from the following organisations; Dover District 

Council, Dover Harbour Board, English Heritage, Kent County Council, Royal Haskoning DHV. 
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¶ A Photographic record including the overall character of Jetfoil Basin, as well as 

detailed photographs of all fixture s, fitting s and architectural details. The 

photographs are all in digital colour format. Where appropriate all photogra phs 

include a 2m surveying ranging pole for photographic scale. Where the coloured 

graduations are shown each graduation is 500mm long. Details of the photograph s 

taken were made on pro forma record sheets. Jetfoil Basin was broken down into 

zones. Within each zone a photoset was created for each fixture, fitting or 

architectural detail. Each photoset has been recorded within the photographic 

schedule and all images have been archived under their retro spective photo set 

number and zone. The catalogue of photographs is included as Appendix 003. 

Date  of Survey:  23rd November 2015 and 6th January 2016 

Weather:  Overcast with sunny periods, good visibility, some wind. Ground conditions 

slightly wet . 

Escorted by DHBôs Harbour Patrol Launch (HPL) the Jetfoil Basin was surveyed between 

13:00 and 16:00 on Monday 23 rd November. Tide heights and times are as follows: 

Time Height of Tide (m)  

03:09 1.5 

08:28 6.5 

15:42 1.2 

21:00 6.5 

All times are in GMT 

4.1 Historical background  
 

The Jetfoil Basin takes its name from the Jetfoil Service operated here from 1981. This is the 

area the Jetfoils were berthed behind the Spur Pier and protective breakwater. The area 

itself is a basin formed by the Admiralty Pier, specifically the Marine Station Reclamation of 

1909-1913, and the 1934 Train Ferry Dock. This was largely enclosed behind the Spur Pier, 

erected in 1981, specifically to provide calm waters for the berthing of the Jetfoils.  

In 1983 the Reine Astrid, a vessel belonging to the company behind the Jetfoil service Regie 

voor Maritiem Transport, was converted into a floating passenger terminal for the Jetfoil 

service. The service itself was relatively short-lived and the passenger terminal was removed 

in 1993 (DHB Archives, 2016). 
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5.0 Physical Recording  
Location Jetfoil Basin Zone 001 Photo set 001 

 
Overall view of Jetfoil Basin Zone 001. Looking west. Scale 2m.  

 Plate No 001.  

Location Jetfoil Basin Zone 001 Photo set 001 

 
 

Railing. Looking north. Scale 2m.  

 Plate No 002.  
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Location Jetfoil Basin Zone 001 Photo set 001 

 
 

Detail of railing. Looking north. No scale.  

 Plate No 003.  

Location Jetfoil Basin Zone 001 Photo set 001 

 
 
 

Detail of railing. Looking north. No scale.  

 Plate No 004.  



 

DOVER WESTERN DOCKS REVIVAL  
 
 
 

Jetfoil Basin Heritage Recording Level 1   Page 9 of 35  

Location Jetfoil Basin Zone 001 Photo set 001 

 
 

Detail of railing. Looking north. No scale.  

 Plate No 005.  

Location Jetfoil Basin Zone 001 Photo set 002 

 
 
 

Example of mooring bollard. Looking north. Scale 2m.   

 Plate No 006.  
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Location Jetfoil Basin Zone 001 Photo set 002 

 
 

Detail of mooring bollard. Looking north. No scale.  

 Plate No 007.  

Location Jetfoil Basin Zone 001 Photo set 002 

 
 
 

Detail of mooring bollard. Looking east. No scale.  

 Plate No 008.  
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Location Jetfoil Basin Zone 001 Photo set 004 

 
 

Mooring bollard. Looking north. Scale 2m.  

 Plate No 009.  

Location Jetfoil Basin Zone 001 Photo set 004 

 
 
 

Detail of mooring bollard. Looking north. No scale.   

 Plate No 010.  
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Location Jetfoil Basin Zone 001 Photo set 005 

 
 

Navigation posts. Looking north-west. Scale 2m.  

 Plate No 011.  

Location Jetfoil Basin Zone 001 Photo set 005 

 
 
 

 

Detail of navigation posts. Looking north-east. No scale  

 Plate No 012.  
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Location Jetfoil Basin Zone 001 Photo set 005 

 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    

Detail of navigation posts. Looking north. No scale  

 Plate No 013.  

Location Jetfoil Basin Zone 001 Photo set 005 

 
 
 

Detail of navigation posts. Looking west. No scale.  

 Plate No 014.  
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Location Jetfoil Basin Zone 001 Photo set 005 

 
 

Detail of navigation posts. Looking west. No scale.  

 Plate No 015.  

Location Jetfoil Basin Zone 001 Photo set 006 

 
 
 

Anchors. Looking north. Scale 2m.  

 Plate No 016.  
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Location Jetfoil Basin Zone 001 Photo set 007 

 
 

Sign on post. Looking north. Scale 2m.  

 Plate No 017.  

Location Jetfoil Basin Zone 001 Photo set 007 

 
 
 

Detail of sign on post. Looking north. No scale.  

 Plate No 018.  
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Location Jetfoil Basin Zone 001 Photo set 007 

 
 

Detail of sign on post. Looking north. No scale.  

 Plate No 019.  

Location Jetfoil Basin Zone 001 Photo set 010 

 
 
 

Mooring bollard. Looking north. Scale 2m.  

 Plate No 020.  
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Location Jetfoil Basin Zone 001 Photo set 010 

 
 

Detail of mooring bollard. Looking north. No scale.  

 Plate No 021.  

Location Jetfoil Basin Zone 001 Photo set 012 

 
 
 

Mesh gates. Looking north. Scale 2m.   

 Plate No 022.  
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Location Jetfoil Basin Zone 001 Photo set 012 

 
 

Detail of mesh gates. Looking north. No scale.  

 Plate No 023.  

Location Jetfoil Basin Zone 001 Photo set 012 

 
 
 

Detail of mesh gates. Looking west. No scale.  

 Plate No 024.  
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Location Jetfoil Basin Zone 001 Photo set 012 

 
 

 Detail of mesh gates. Looking north-east. No scale.  

 Plate No 025.  

Location Jetfoil Basin Zone 001 Photo set 012 

 
 
 

Detail of mesh gates. Looking south. Scale 2m.  

 Plate No 026.  
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Location Jetfoil Basin Zone 001 Photo set 012 

 
 

Detail of mesh gates. Looking south. No scale.  

 Plate No 027.  

Location Jetfoil Basin Zone 001 Photo set 012 

 
 
 

Detail of mesh gates. Looking north. No scale.  

 Plate No 028.  
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Location Jetfoil Basin Zone 001 Photo set 013 

 
 

Scaffolding. Looking north-east. Scale 2m.  

 Plate No 029.  

Location Jetfoil Basin Zone 001 Photo set 013 

 
 
 

 

Detail of Scaffolding. Looking north-east. No scale.  

 Plate No 030.  
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Location Jetfoil Basin Zone 001 Photo set 013 

 
 

 

Detail of Scaffolding. Looking north-east. No scale.  

 Plate No 031.  

Location Jetfoil Basin Zone 001 Photo set 014 

 
 
 

 

Double cleat. Looking north. Scale 2m.  

 Plate No 032.  
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Location Jetfoil Basin Zone 001 Photo set 014 

 
 

 

Double cleat. Looking north. Scale 2m.  

 Plate No 033.  

Location Jetfoil Basin Zone 001 Photo set 018 

 
 
 

Traffic sign. Looking west. Scale 2m.  

 Plate No 034.  
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Location Jetfoil Basin Zone 001 Photo set 018 

 
 

Detail of traffic sign. Looking west. No scale.  

 Plate No 035.  

Location Jetfoil Basin Zone 001 Photo set 018 

 
 
 

 Detail of traffic sign. Looking west. No scale.  

 Plate No 036.  
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Location Jetfoil Basin Zone 001 Photo set 019 

 
 

Life buoy. Looking north. Scale 2m.  

 Plate No 037.  

Location Jetfoil Basin Zone 001 Photo set 019 

 
 
 

Detail of life buoy. Looking north. No scale.  

 Plate No 038.  
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Location Jetfoil Basin Zone 001 Photo set 021 

 
 

Mooring bar Looking north. Scale 2m.  

 Plate No 039.  

Location Jetfoil Basin Zone 001 Photo set 021 

 
 
 

Detail of mooring bar Looking north. No scale  

 Plate No 040.  
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Location Jetfoil Basin Zone 002 Photo set 001-07 

 
 

Overall View of Jetfoil Basin. Looking north-west. No scale.  

 Plate No 041.  

Location Jetfoil Basin Zone 002 Photo set 001-01 

 
 
 

Quay wall. Looking north.  No scale.  

 Plate No 042.  
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