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Plate 32: Water coming through the back of the Wellington Dock Gates, looking north, 25/01/2016,
DHB.
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Plate 33: An image looking West upon Union Street, previously where the shaft barracks
would have been visible. 05/07/2016, DHB.
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6. Conclusions and Recommendations

This desktop study details the development of the area of the Union Street Swing Bridge and
the Wellington Dock Gates from the sixteenth century to the present day. This provides a
detailed historic record ahead of planned reclamation and demolition works. Although these
structures are of historic importance they are not under any statutory listing designation, and
the works do not require Listed Buildings consent.

After researching into Tender Documents from 1969, it is clear that the Wellington Dock Gates
were fully replaced alongside the replacement of the Union Street swingbridge as part of the
development that coincided with the Hoverport construction of the 1970’s. It is obvious that
the gates have been replaced due to visual changes, seen through photographic evidence, and
that Figures 26-29 in Appendix 001 read replacement swing bridge.

The gates have been removed for maintenance, multiple times over the years in order to check
that they are working and also in good condition. In late 1974 the buoyancy levels were
adjusted and for this they had to be removed and put back.

Although not specifically listed itself this section of the harbour is still very significant and has a
strong history linking it to the original form of the surrounding area as well as its proximity to
the listed Wellington Dock. Due to this, the level of existing information as presented through
this desktop study is expected to be sufficient to provide a record of the impacted structures
prior to the commencement of works. This will be confirmed through consultation with the
Heritage Steering Group and details of this consultation will be included in the final draft of this
study. Ultimately this Desktop Study will form part of the DWDR archive and will be made
publically available.

Work for the DWDR regeneration scheme is taking place close by to the Union Street Swing
Bridge and Wellington Dock gates, altering the structure of the Wellington Dock. The quay
walls of this dock are listed and the appropriate planning permission has been granted in order
to carry out the required construction works. Permissions were given by Dover District Council
in 2016.
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8. Appendices

8.1 Appendix 001 - Figures
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Figure 22: Wellington Dock Gates, Dated 26/02/1970, (DHB Historical Drawings Archive Ref.: 12574).
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Figure 23: Wellington Dock Gates, Dated 26/02/1970, DHB Historical Drawings Archive Ref: 12575.

Page 25 of 33 Desktop Study: Union Street Swing bridge and Wellington Dock Gate Appendix 001



Figure 24: Replacement Swing Bridge for Wellington Dock, Foundation Plan and Details, Dated 30/03/1977, DHB Historical Drawing Archive Drawing Ref:
728/11.
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Figure 25: Replacement Swing Bridge for Wellington Dock, Details of Deck Units, Dated 29/03/1977, DHB Historical Drawing Archive, Drawing Ref:
728/21.
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Figure 26: Replacement Swing Bridge for Wellington Dock, Tender Drawing, Dated c.1978, DHB Historical Drawing Archive, Drawing Ref 7563/2.
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Figure 31: DWDR Project Office, Current Photographic Plate Locations, Drawing Number to be confirmed.
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