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Plate 34: Detail of Train Ferry Dock Gates, looking east, 25/01/2016, DHB 2016a: 200. 
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Plate 35: Detail of Train Ferry Dock Gates, looking south-west, 25/01/2016, DHB 2016a: 206. 
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Plate 36: Train Ferry Dock Gates, looking west, 23/11/2015, DHB 2016b: 75. 
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Plate 37: Detail of Train Ferry Dock Gates, looking west, 23/11/2015, DHB 2016b: 72. 
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Plate 38: View of Train Ferry Dock Gates from Dunkirk Jetty, looking west, 16/11/2016, DHB. 
 
 
 

 
7. Conclusions and Recommendations 

This desktop study details the development of this area known as the Train Ferry Dock and 
Dunkirk jetty from its earliest origins in the sixteenth century to the present day. This provides 
a detailed historic record ahead of planned reclamation and demolition works. Although these 
structures are of historic importance they are not under any statutory listing designation, and 
the works do not require Listed Buildings consent. 

In December 2009 the decision was made by English Heritage to not list the South Pier, 
Dunkirk Jetty and associated structures. The structures were not recommended for statutory 
designation for the following reasons: 

 Although a pier in the approximate position of South Pier is shown on historic 



DOVER WESTERN DOCKS REVIVAL 

Page 56 of 58 
Desktop Study: Train Ferry Dock and Dunkirk Jetty 

 

 

 
maps from 1595 onwards the present structure is entirely encased in concrete or 
wooden piles dating from 1908 and later and has lost its end lighthouse. 

 The concrete 1930s Train Ferry Dock with cast iron sides has some historical 
interest as the first international passenger sleeper service in Britain started here 
in 1936 but it does not demonstrate technological innovation. 

 The 1930s train ferry jetty, later called Dunkirk Jetty is a concrete structure which 
does not demonstrate technological innovation. 

 The concrete wave breakers are similar to Second World War tank traps but not 
as impressive as the best of these (English Heritage Advice Report, Case UID: 
168464, 24/12/2009). 

 
 

Based upon the significance of the structures as set out in the listing recommendations, the 
level of existing information as presented through this desktop study is expected to be 
sufficient to provide a record of the impacted structures prior to the commencement of works. 
In order to provide a further visual record, physical demarcation of the outline of historic 
structures, such as the Prince of Wales Pier and the infilled historic docks, has been considered 
in the design planning for DWDR (Figure 33 in Appendix 001). 

 
 

The Heritage Steering Group has been consulted in the completion of this study and their 
recommendations included. Ultimately this Desktop Study will form part of the DWDR archive 
and will be made publically available. 



DOVER WESTERN DOCKS REVIVAL 

Page 57 of 58 
Desktop Study: Train Ferry Dock and Dunkirk Jetty 

 

 

8. References 

Archaeological Data Service (2016). Defence of Britain Archive. Site reference: S0009252. 

[Online] available at: 
http://archaeologydataservice.ac.uk/archives/view/dob/ai_full_r.cfm?refno=9252 [ Accessed 
01 October. 2016]. 

Atkins (2014a). Dover Harbour Board Asset Management Structural Integrity Surveys. Dunkirk 
Jetty - PIER10. Unpublished report reference: 5116154/072/DG/154. 

Atkins (2014b). Dover Harbour Board Asset Management Structural Integrity Surveys. Train 
Ferry Dock, Including Wavebreaker Toe - QUAY044, DOCK05. Unpublished report reference: 
5116154/072/DG/160. 

CIfA (2014). Standard and Guidance for the archaeological investigation and recording of 
standing buildings or structures. [Online] available at: 
www.archaeologists.net/sites/default/files/CIfAS&GBuildings_1.pdf [Accessed 19 May. 2016]. 

Dover Harbour Board Drawings Office (2006). Reclamation History of the Western Docks. 
[Accessed 5 Feb. 2016]. 

Dover Harbour Board (2016a). TFD & Dunkirk Jetty Heritage Recording Level 1 Report. 
Appendix 005 -TFD & DJ Heritage Recording Photograph Zones 000-004. Unpublished report. 

Dover Harbour Board (2016b). Wick Channel Heritage Recording Level 1 Report. Appendix 004 
– Wick Channel Heritage Recording Photograph Photo Sets 001-008. Unpublished report. 

Elson, G. (1937). Train Ferry Dock. Journal of Institute of Civil Engineers vol. 7. 

English Heritage Advice Report, Case UID: 168464, 24/12/2009. 

English Heritage (2006). Understanding Historic Buildings: A guide to good recording practice 
(updated 2016) [Online] available at: https://content.historicengland.org.uk/images- 
books/publications/understanding-historic-buildings/heag099-understanding-historic- 
buildings.pdf/ [Accessed 27 May. 2016]. 

Hasenson, A. (1980). The History of Dover Harbour. London: Aurum Special Editions. 
 

Historic England (2016). Train Ferry Berth. [Online] available at: 
https://historicengland.org.uk/listing/the-list/list-entry/1187897 [Accessed 8 Jun. 2016]. 

Leach, D. (2006). Dover Harbour Royal Gateway. Dover: Riverdale Publications. 



DOVER WESTERN DOCKS REVIVAL 

Page 58 of 58 
Desktop Study: Train Ferry Dock and Dunkirk Jetty 

 

 

 
Royal Haskoning DHV (2015) Dover Western Docks Revival: Combined Written Scheme of 
Investigation for Programme of Archaeological Investigation Works. Unpublished report 
reference: PB1552/R/304408/Lond. 

The Dover Express and East Kent News, 04/08/1933. 

The Dover Express and East Kent News, 06/10/1933. 

The Dover Express and East Kent News, 24/01/1936. 

The Dover Express and East Kent News, 03/07/1936. 

The Dover Express and East Kent News, 16/10/1936. 

The Dover Express and East Kent News, 11/05/1945. 

The Dover Express and East Kent News, 19/12/1947. 

Whiteside, T. (1962). The Tunnel Under the Channel. New York: Simon & Schuster. 
 
 
 

9. Appendices 

9.1 Appendix 001 – Figures 
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Figure 3: Dover Train-Ferry Dock, showing link span G Elson, 1937, William Clowes and Sons Ltd, Curtesy of The Institution of Civil 

Engineers ©. 

 

 

 

 


